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obscure back-bench members, both on the Govern-
ment and on the Opposition side, have been surprised
at the prompt and punctilious acknowledgment of
any such references. The summer session of 1939
has also exhibited a certain departure from the im-
passivity under attack, which Mr. Chamberlain has
always previously exhibited. One could observe in
the House of Commons that he grew somewhat
restless under the attacks of Mr. Churchill and Mr.
Lloyd George, often delivered with a rhetorical
brilliance, which he knew he could not hope to equal
in answer. Sometimes he would clutch angrily at
some reference to himself or his actions, and on at
least one occasion he and Mr. Lloyd George entered
into angry exchanges upon the floor of the House.

All things considered however Mr. Chamberlain has
maintained his dual burden with remarkable fortitude
and restraint, and with real regard for rights of critics
in a system of parliamentary democracy. It must be
remembered when telling of his part in the story of
the international history of the last few years, that he
is exposed to criticisms and subject to duties from
which his totalitarian prototypes are free. The
energy and strength of his personality, remarkably
preserved and resilient under every strain, have been
bent to the task, difficult some would say to the point
of impossibility, of defending the place and rights of
democracy in a challenging world by reliance on
democratic methods and by means of democratic
machinery.